SYSC 5103 Software Agents Winter 2008 Course Outline

Lecturer: Prof Babak Esfandiari, office 4478 ME

Course website: http://netman.sce.carleton.ca:8080/cgi-bin/agentcourse.cgi
Course schedule: 

Tuesday & Thursday      18:05-19:25 in room 4494ME
Office hours: 17:00-18:00pm Tuesdays and Thursdays (i.e. the hour before class)

Special Students: if you want to enroll as a special student you must show up at the first day of class with the forms in order to be considered.

Prerequisite: no course prerequisites, but a good knowledge of an object-oriented  programming language, preferably Java, is strongly recommended.

Books: no mandatory books, however the following books are recommended:

· An Introduction to MultiAgent Systems, Michael Wooldridge, Wiley.

· Multiagent Systems: a modern approach to distributed artificial intelligence, Gerhard Weiss, MIT press. 

· Artificial Intelligence: a Modern Approach, Russel & Norvig, Prentice Hall
· Constructing Intelligent Agents with Java, Bigus & Bigus, Wiley. 

Outline:

· Agent Definition and overview 

· Agent Knowledge Representation 

· Agent Reasoning 

· Agent Adaptability 

· Interface Agents 

· Belief Desire Intentions

· Agent Communication Language 

· Multi Agent Systems 

· Agent Programming Paradigms 

· Agent Patterns 

· Agent Frameworks and Architectures 

· Mobile Agents 

· Agent Applications

Evaluation Scheme:

· Assignments and/or in class exam: 

    They will count for 50% of the final grade. 

    The number and nature of assignments will depend on the number of students enrolled.

· Project: 

    The project will count for the other 50% of the final grade. 

    The project topics will depend on the number of students enrolled.

“Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the Centre, make an appointment to meet with me in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request."

